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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 0286 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL, NATO, UK 

SUBJ: UK DEFENSE REVIEW 

REF: USNATO 7097 (NOTAL) 

MISSION FORWARDS TEXT OF IANUARY 20 LETTER FROM UK PERMREP TO 
SYG LUNS URGING THAT DPC ADHERE TO ORIGINAL SCHEDULE FOR CON- 
SULTATION ON UK DEFENSE REVIEW. USDELMC POUCHED SACEUR AND 
SACLANT ASSESSMENTS TO WASHINGTON JANUARY 17. CM PLANS SPECIAL 
MEETING JANUARY 31 TO FINALIZE ITS ASSESSMENT. INFORMAL LIAISON 
WITH IS INDICATES THAT DPC WILL MEET ON THIS SUBJECT FEBRUARY 7. 
MISSION COMMENT: IN BOTH MC AND DPC, ALLIES WILL LOOK TO US TO 
PARTICIPATE SUBSTANTIVELY, TAKING THE LEAD IN MULTILATERAL CON- 
SULTATION ON UK DEFENSE REVIEW. ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE 
REQUESTED REFTEL. 

BEGIN TEXT: 
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1. YOU MENTIONED TO ME ON TUESDAY THAT THE MILITARY COMMITTEE 
MIGHT NOT COMPLETE THEIR CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPOSALS OF THE 
UK DEFENCE REVIEW UNTIL MONDAY, 3 FEBRUARY, AND THIS WOULD ONLY 
LEAVE FOUR WORKING DAYS IF THE DPC WERE TO COMPLETE THEIR WORK 
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BY THE END OF MONDAY, 10 FEBRUARY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TIME- 
TABLE WHICH MY AUTHORITIES HAD REQUESTED. 

2. 1 HAVE NOW CONSULTED MY AUTHRORITIES . THE DATE OF 

10 FEBRUARY WAS NOT SELECTED AT RANDOM BUT TO ALLOW MINISTERS 
TIME TO GIVE FULL CONSIDERATION TO THE COMMENTS OF THEIR ALLIES, 
REACH DECISIONS, FINALISE AND PUBLISH THE WHITE PAPER AND HAVE 
A DEBATE IN PARLIAMENT BEFORE THE EASTER RECESS. MY AUTHORITIES 
ARE THEREFORE MOST CONCERNED THAT IT SHOULD ALREADY BE ASSUMED 
THAT THE TIMETABLE ACCEPTED AT THE DPC MEETING ON 3 DECEMBER 
WILL NOT BE MET. UNDER THIS TIMETABLE THE MILITARY COMMITTEE 
WERE TO COMPLETE THEIR WORK BY 31 JANUARY AND A DPC MEETING 
WAS TO BE HELD IN THE WEEK OF 3 FEBRUARY. MY AUTHORITIES 
RECOGNISE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEE’S ASSESSMENT, 
BUT HOPE IT WILL BE COMPLETED BY 31 JANUARY AS PLANNED. MORE- 
OVER, THEY ARE ALSO ANXIOUS TO KNOW THE REACTIONS AND COMMENTS 
OF THEIR ALLIES WHO WILL HAVE BEEN DEVELOPING THEIR OWN VIEWS 
IN RECENT WEEKS. CAPITALS WILL ALSO HAVE RECEIVED THE ASSESS- 
MENTS OF THE MNCS (WHICH HAVE NOW BEEN FORWARDED TO THE 
MILITARY COMMITTEE) AND WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE PREPARATION 
OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

3. BEARING IN MIND THE PRIORITY OF MATTERS OF THIS KIND, 

MY AUTHORITIES HAVE INSTRUCTED ME TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT 
MEANS OF MEETING THE 10 FEBRUARY DEADLINE WILL BE FOUND, SO 
THAT BY THAT DATE MY GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE A CLEAR AND FULL 
INDICATION OF WHAT THE ALLIANCE WISHES TO SAY. THIS SUGGESTS 
THAT IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE TO HOLD A DPC MEETING ON THE 
AFTERNOON OF EITHER THURSADY, 6 FEBRUARY, OR FRIDAY, 7 DEBRUARY. 
EVEN ON THIS BASIS, I CAN SEE THAT THE FORMAL LETTER FROM 
YOURSELF TO MY GOVERNMENT MIGHT NOT BE DESPATCHED UNTIL A 
FEW DAYS AFTER 10 FEBRUARY; BUT THIS DALAY, PROVIDED THAT IT 
WAS SHORT, WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO MY AUTHORITIES. 

4. 1 SHOULD ADD THAT MY AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT REQURESTED A 
PUBLIC STATEMENT OF NATO VIEWS, AND THERE IS NO NEED - AT 
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THIS STAGE AT LEAST - FOR THE DPC TO DEVOTE TIME TO CONSIDERING 
ANYTHING OTHER THAN THE CONFIDENTIAL REACTION (INCLUDING ANY 
ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS FOR THE ALLOCATION OF THE PLANNED 
RESOURCES) WHICH THE ALLIANCE WISHES TO CONVEY TO MY GOVERNMENT 
BEFORE FINAL DECISIONS ARE TAKEN IN THE SECOND HALF OF NEXT 
MONTH. 

5. 1 AM SENDING A COPY OF THIS LETTER TO ALL OUR COLLEAGUES 
ON THE DPC, TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEE, AND 
TO THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR DEFENCE PLANNING AND 
POLICY. 

END TEXT.BRUCE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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